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Grand Valley Receives 
$230,000 Building 
Elston-Richards Storage Company has . 
donated a five-story, $230,000 building 
to Grand Valley to assist the institution 
in its development of downtown Grand 
Rapids facilities. 
The 70,000-square-foot building at 
733 Wealthy Street, S.E., is currently 
being used as a warehouse. The structure 
was built in the early 1900s and used as 
an automobile dealership before World 
War I. Several sections were subsequently 
added to the building, which was pur-
chased by Elston-Richards in the 1920s. 
"We felt that donating the building to 
Grand Valley would be a good opportu-
nity for us to show our support for the 
college's downtown development," Fred 
Hubbard, chairman of the board of 
Elston-Richards, said. 
The company had outgrown the 
Wealthy Street building, according to 
Hubbard, who said Elston-Richards was 
using three facilities to house its opera-
tions for moving and storage of house-
hold goods, electronic equipment and 
new furniture. The company has corpor-
ate headquarters at 3739 Patterson S.E., 
as well as facilities in Muskegon; Colum-
bus, Ohio; and Evansville and Anderson, 
Indiana. 
"Grand Valley is indeed grateful for 
this generous gift," Grand Valley Presi-
dent Arend D. Lubbers said. "Private 
support is particularly important to us at 
this time, when our state's economy 
has severely curtailed state. funding for 
higher education. 
"This gift is a significant contribution 
toward the goal of consolidating Grand 
Valley's extensive upper level and gradu-
ate course offerings and conference 
activities ·in Grand Rapids. The building 
will be put on the market and the funds 
we realize from its sale or lease will be 
earmarked for our downtown center." 
Elston-Richards President Thomas 
Swart said the opportunity to support 
Grand Valley hits "close to home" for 
him for several reasons. Swart's daughter, 
Charlene, is a graduate of Grand Valley's 
nursing program; another daughter,Judith, 
studied special education at GVS; and a 
son, Thomas, is currently a business 
administration major at Grand Valley. 
The Elston-Richards building is the 
second major donation Grand Valley has 
received for its downtown development. 
In 1979, an anonymous donor gave the 
college a $600,000 gift also designated 
for use in the downtown Grand Rapids 
area. 
Since then, college officals have been 
seeking an appropriate downtown site . 
Efforts to lease or purchase an existing 
facility have been hampered because most 
such facilities do not have sprinkling 
systems adequate to meet state fire 
marshal! regulations for classroom use. 
Grand Valley currently leases office 
space in the State Office Building, hold-
ing classes at East Grand Rapids High 
School and in the new Grand Center. 
Knight Leaves Board Of Control 
Marvin L. (Mickey) Knight has an-
nounced his resignation from Grand Val-
ley's Board of Control. Knight was 
elected to the State House of Representa-
tives in the November general election. 
By law, members of the House cannot 
hold positions on the boards of state-
supported colleges and universities. 
Knight's resignation was effective De-
cember 31. 
"I found serving on the Board both 
interesting and challenging, although very 
frustrating as a result of the necessity of 
retrenchment," Knight said. 
"The friends and acquaintances that I 
have made while serving and the high 
regard I have come to hold toward this 
institution, the administration and my 
fellow board members make leaving dif-
ficult. 
"I look forward to a continued work-
ing relationship with Grand Valley as a 
member of the State House of Repre-
sentatives." 
Knight, who was appointed to a seven-
year term on the Board of Control in 
April, 1979, is a resident of Muskegon. 
He will represent the 96th district in the 
House of Representatives. 
FRIENDS BECOMES 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
FOUNDATION 
The Friends of WG VC has officially 
changed its name to the West Michigan 
Telecommunications Foundation. "The 
new name more clearly reflects our ex-
panded status as publisher of West Michi-
gan Magazine," Friends' President Kayem 
Dunn said. 
"The action also serves to re-focus our 
goals, which are to promote and support 
public broadcasting in West Michigan; to 
seek community response to public tele-
vision; to insure the continued growth 
and development of public broadcasting ; 
to represent the viewing audience ; to 
advise the public, the station manage-
ment, and the licensee of community 
concern relative to station policy, devel-
opment and programming." 
The first support group associated 
with Channel 35 was the Wolverine Edu -
·~ational Television Corporation. Incor-
porated in 1968, it was instrumental in 
securing community support to establish 
a public television station in West Michi -
gan. In 1974 the Wolverine Educational 
Television Corporation became the Friends 
ofWGVC. 
In July, 1980, the Friends purchased 
what was then called Accent magazine 
and merged it with Update, the Channel 
35 publication guide to establish West 
Michigan Magazine. 
The Friends' group, under its new 
name, The West Michigan Telecommuni-
cations Foundation, will continue to pro-
vide a base for community support for 
the station, Dunn said. 
The board also voted on December 4 
to hire a part-time executive director to 
manage the affairs of the corporation. 
FORUM CHANGES 
As a result of severe budgetary and 
personnel cutbacks in the Public Rela-
tions Office, the Forum hereafter will 
appear in the format used in this issue . 
The Public Relations Office will 
attempt to sustain publication of the 
Forum on a weekly basis . It will be 
extremely important that campus 
units provide information for the 
Forum .on a timely basis and in a fonn 
which can be used with minimal edit-
ing. As a result of space and personnel 
limitations, it will no longer be possi-
ble to publish photographs, letters to 
the editor or "Viewpoints." 
The deadline for Forum materials 
will be Wednesday noon. All materials 
should be sent to Dotti Sydloski, 316 
Manitou Hall, and should be in the 
Public Relations Office no later than 
12 noon on Wednesday for publica-
tion on the following Monday. 
LEGISLATURE APPROVES 
$12.4 MILLION FOR GVSC 
Grand Valley will receive a $12.4 
million appropriation for 1980-81. The 
allocation, approved by the legislature in 
December, is 6.1 percent less than the 
$13.2 million Grand Valley received for 
the last fiscal year, 1979-80. 
"All of the state-supported colleges 
and universities received the same per-
centage decrease in their appropriations," 
State Relations Director Dave Sharphorn 
said. "The only exceptions were those 
institutions which opened new buildings 
and thus required additional funding for 
utilities, maintenance and staffing of the 
new facilities." 
The appropriations bill also gave 
Grand Valley legislative approval for a 
bachelor of science program in physical 
therapy and a master of science program 
in nursing. 
Also approved by the legislature in 
December was a capital outlay bill al-
locating $21.4 million for the start or 
continuation of construction on four 
state building projects, including Grand 
Valley 's physical education facility . 
"General fund monies used for the al-
location will be replaced when and if 
the state building authority sells bonds 
for the projects," Sharphorn said. "With 
the current high interest rates and their 
negative effect on the bond market, it 
is likely the bonds will not be put on the 
market before this summer. 
"ln the meantime, the capital outlay 
allocation will assure us of a cash flow to 
continue construction on our physical 
education building." 
Jobs On 
.Campus 
Clerical Assistant, School of Nursing. C-3, 
$4.41-6.19/hr. To perform a variety 
of office duties requiring discretion-
ary actions. Must have ability to per-
form duties which involve a significant 
portion of a complete operating pro-
cedure. A minimum of two years of 
related experience or training. 
Secretary, Continuing Education, Grand 
Valley Center in Grand Rapids. C-2, 
$4.08-5.69 /hr. To perform a variety of 
secretarial duties. Must have good 
skills and a knowledge of office proce-
dures, systems and equipment. Two 
years of related experience /training 
and ability to type 50 wpm accurately 
required. 
Calendar of Events 
Monday, January 5 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.: Art Exhibit-Richard Storey (Dick Michigan) , GVS student, will 
exhibit paper-weaving, print-making, drawings, paintings and book-making. 
Hours-Monday through Friday: 
Campus Center- 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Campus Center Snack Bar-7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Field House-8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
All other offices will resume regular hours from 8 a.m . to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 6 
12-5 p.m. : Art Exhibit. See January 5 for details. 
7 p.m.: Women's Basketball-Spring Arbor vs . GVS. Site to be announced. 
* Temporary and call-in staff payroll checks distributed as soon as available . 
Wednesday, January 7 
8:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Seminar-''Tax Practitioners: Penalty Avoidance." Advance 
registration required. Fee: $50. Grand Center, 245 Monroe, N.W ., Grand Rapids. 
Sponsored by the F.E. Seidman College of Business and Administration in co-
operation with the Internal Revenue Service. For more information or registration, 
call the Conference Department at 459-6524. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.1: Art Exhibit. See January 5 for details. 
Thursday, January 8 
12-5 p.m.: Art Exhibit. See January 5 for details. 
7:30 p.m.: Men's Basketball--OVSC at Northwood Institute, Midland. 
Women's Basketball--OVSC at Northwood Institute. 
Friday, January 9 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.: Art Exhibit. See January 5 for details. 
Saturday, January 10 
1 p.m. : Wrestling--OVSC with Lake Superior State and Oakland University at Lake 
Superior. 
7:30 p.m.: Men's Basketball--OVSC at Ferris State College, Big Rapids. 
Women's Basketball--OVSC at Ferris State College . 
CLOSED: 
Campus Center 
Campus Center Snack Bar 
Field House 
Sunday, January 11 
CLOSED: 
Campus Center 
Campus Center Snack Bar 
Field House 
Fall Membership Campaign 
Raises $224,000 
WGVC-TV completed its fall member-
ship drive in mid-December with 4,381 
pledges from west Michigan viewers, 
totalling $224,627. The figure represents 
a 330 percent increase over last year's 
effort, which raised just over $68,000. 
Among the highlights of the drive were 
the more than $22,000 pledged around 
Carl Sagan's program COSMOS on three 
consecutive Sunday evenings, and more 
than $33,000 around the children's pro-
gram SESAME STREET, seen twice daily 
on the public television station. · 
"The tremendous success of the pledge 
drive is a clear mandate for a strong local 
public television station in west Michigan," 
Thomas Hurley, manager of public sup-
port for Channel 35, said. "Of the 107 
2 
· stations conducting similar campaigns, 
WGVC ranked 15th in dollars pledged. 
"After speaking with many thousands 
of viewers, it's clear that there's a demand 
for quality non-commercial programs," 
Hurley said. "We intend to satisfy that 
demand to the limits of our financial 
ability." 
More than half the budget of WGVC 
comes from locally generated funds from 
viewers, businesses and Auction 35 . 
Figures recently released by the A.C. 
Nielson Company indicate that Channel 
35's weekly audience has increased more 
than 40 percent in the past several 
months, reflecting a growing trend among 
public television stations in many parts of 
the country. 
Employees Honored for Decade of Service 
Employees who marked the tenth anniversary of their employment with Grand Valley during 1980 were honored at coffee hours 
held in December. President Lubbers presented pins to the employees at three events held for maintenance; clerical , office and techni-
cal; and faculty, administrative and professional employees. 
Persons who began working for Grand Valley in 1970 include : 
Robert Beasecker, Librarian Susan Malkowski, Executive Secretary/ Administration 
Roel of Bijkerk, Professor /Psychology 
Kathryn Bouwman (retired), Administrative Aide /Admissions 
Craig Carpenter, Associate Professor/School of Education 
Jesus Contreras, Custodian 
Philip Pratt, Associate Professor /Mathematics-Computer Science 
Christine Rydel, Associate Professor/Foreign Languages 
Rosemary Snyder, Clerical Assistant/Admissions 
Charles Sorensen, Dean/College of Arts and Sciences 
Earl Enge , Associate Professor/Anthropology-Sociology 
John Gracki, Assistant Vice President/Academic Affairs 
Thomas Herzog, Associate Professor/Psychology 
Paul Springer, Associate Professor/Physical Education 
Gordon Stegink, Manager of Computer Operations/Computer Center 
Patricia Styburski, Secretary / Anthropology-Sociology 
Dawn Hubbard , Registered Nurse/Health Services Carl VanBeek, Boiler Operator 
Dennis Kennedy, Associate Professor/English Terrance VanHaver, Groundskeeper 
Donald Kerr, Professor/Art Guy Veeneman, Custodian 
Sheldon Kopper!, Associate Professor /Health Sciences Bette Weerstra, Secretary /Physics-Geology 
Across Campus 
LUBBERS WILL SPEAK ON WGVC 
President Arend D. Lubbers will de-
liver an address on "Colleges in Crisis: 
The Future of Higher Education in 
Michigan" on WGVC on Wednesday , 
January 7. The speech will be aired on 
Channel 35 at 10 p.m., immediately fol -
lowing a one-hour interview with Gov. 
William G. Milliken. 
WINTER SEMESTER 
ENROLLMENT OUTLOOK 
Some 4,204 students had registered 
for winter semester as of mid-December, 
according to Dean of Student Affairs 
Dick Mehler. The total registration was 
for 52,058 student credit hours, an average 
load of 12.3 credits per student. 
Deans of the colleges report their en-
rollments are encouraging, with classes 
generally available for students who wish 
to register. Both the Developmental 
Skills Institute and the television courses 
are showing enrollment increases. 
The Continuing Education office has 
mailed 160,000 winter semester class 
schedules to prospective students. 
Housing is expected to continue at 
100 percent occupancy during winter 
term. 
DENTAL PROGRAM GOES 
INTO EFFECT APRIL 1 
The dental insurance program for 
Grand Valley faculty, administrative and 
professional staff will be implemented 
on April 1, 1981. The program was 
originally scheduled to go into effect 
on January 1, but was delayed as part of 
the recent budget-cutting plan . Dental 
insurance for other employee groups will 
also go into effect on April 1. 
MID-TERM GRADING 
PROGRAM INITIATED 
Nearly 1,000 first-semester freshmen 
and other College of Arts and Sciences 
students who were not in good academic 
standing received mid-term grades last 
semester. Some 350 students earned 
grade point averages below "C," the 
average required for graduation. Students 
not doing satisfactory work also received 
letters with suggestions for improving 
scholastic performance. 
The mid-semester grading was recom-
mended by the Planning Board and ap-
proved by the Board of Control last year. 
The grades, which are mailed to students' 
local addresses, are advisory only; they do 
not appear on official transcrpts. 
MORE THAN FORTY STUDENT 
GROUPS REGISTERED 
The Student Activities Office reports 
that 43 groups with a membership of 
700 students registered as student organi-
zations during the fall semester. 
COMMENCEMENT 
PLANS ANNOUNCED 
Grand Valley 's commencement exer-
cises have been scheduled for May 9 at 
the Grand Rapids Junior College Ford 
Fieldhouse. 
TEL'EVISION/RECORDER SYSTEM 
GIVEN TO GRAND VALLEY 
The J .A. White Distributing Company 
of Grand Rapids has donated 1a Zenith 
Home Entertainment Center to the Stu-
dent Affairs Office for use of students. 
The system will be placed in Kirkhof 
Center for use in faculty /student semi-
nars. 
3 
Faculty Sketches 
Biology professor Carl Baj em a 's essay 
on "Eugenics" has been published in the 
Academic American Encyclopedia, Arete 
Publishing Company, Princetown, New 
Jersey . 
Antionette Turner, a counselor in the 
Career Planning and Counseling Center, 
served on the planning team reviewing the 
proposal for the In-School Exploring 
Program . The program is a cooperative 
effort of Boys of America and the ,Office 
of Career Education encouraging students 
to develop career plans. 
Charles H. Irwin 
Athletic Fund 
Campaign 
Established 
Grand Valley has established a new 
campaign . to raise money to support 
athletic programs. The Charles H. Irwin 
Athletic Fund will supplement financing 
for Grand Valley's athletic grants-in-aid 
and recruiting programs, according to Phil 
Regan , director of support for intercol-
legiate athletics and coordinator of the 
campaign. 
The new program is named after 
Grand Valley's first athletic director. The 
goal of the 1980-81 campaign is $100, 
000. 
Gifts to the fund will qualify donors 
for membership in various "clubs," 
each offering a variety of benefits. 
This year 's campaign will kick off with 
a February 26 dinner featuring Detroit 
Lions quarterback Gary Danielson as 
guest speaker. 
Information about the campaign was 
mailed to Grand Valley employees and 
others in December. Persons seeking more 
information should call Regan at ext . 
259. 
